SEDLESCOMBE PARISH PLAN

2002

The overall aim of this Plan is:

“To make Sedlescombe a vibrant place that values
Its past but looks to the future and where people
are proud to live and work and be part of a
caring community”

lead organisation:

SEDLESCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL
Woodland Cottage, Chapel Hill, Sedlescombe, BATTLE, East Sussex TN33 0QX
(01424 870508 sedlescombe@freezone.co.uk)
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Aetrial view of the centre of Sedlescombe taken in the early 1990s



INTRODUCTION

Sedlescombe is a pleasant place to live. Despite losing so many shops, arguably

residents have never been so well provided. The shop/post office/off-licence supplies most day-
to-day needs. It sells and delivers newspapers, sells confectionery, cigarettes, groceries,
greetings cards, bread and hot pies, stationery, household goods, videos, reading glasses,
chemist sundries and lottery tickets. Dry cleaning, laundry, shoe repairs and photo developing
can be left at the shop. Photocopying and send/receive fax facilities are available. Banking
facilities are available and a cashpoint is expected to be available during shop hours soon. Milk is
delivered throughout the village. There is a daily post collection including Sundays and post
deliveries on Monday to Saturday.

The Garden Centre stocks a very wide variety of goods, even outdoor clothes and boots. Oak
furniture and wine can be bought in the parish. There is a choice of places to eat out or have a
drink or cup of coffee. Sedlescombe is one of the few local parishes to have a dispensing
doctors’ practice in the village and a monthly child welfare clinic is held in the Hall. There is a
modern school with dedicated staff and a brand new village hall with every facility. A library
opens in the Hall one afternoon a week and a mobile library calls every other week. There is a
large sportsfield situated beside the river in a charming position and lovely countryside all
around with lots of footpaths. Sedlescombe is also a caring community with groups and Village
charities ready and willing to help the aged, disabled, the young and others in need. The

two Churches take an active part in the community. Sedlescombe residents are always ready to
enjoy themselves with plenty of one-off and regular events to attend or clubs and societies to
join.

Within 3 or so miles, are the top two superstores, a large DIY store and the District General
Hospital. In the other direction, the same distance away, is the mainline railway station with a
reasonable train service to London. There are free buses to one of the superstores and to
another supermarket in the neighbouring village of Peasmarsh. There is an hourly bus service to
Hastings & Tunbridge Wells. On top of all this, Sedlescombe is just 7 miles from the south
coast and within easy range of wonderful tourist attractions. What more could anyone want?

Most residents appear to be very satisfied with their lives here in Sedlescombe. However,
there will always be things we can and should improve and those that we want to protect. The
purpose of the Parish Plan is to consult with the community to establish what should be done and
what should be left alone for us to continue to enjoy. Although not all of the proposed “Actions”
will be achievable because of restraints outside our control, the Parish Council will make every
attempt to work towards them.

Location and Function. Situated in the centre of the Rother District Council area,
Sedlescombe is located within the High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty on the
B2244 Hastings to Maidstone road and just off the A21 Hastings to London road. Hastings is 7
miles to the south and Battle 3 miles to the west. Nowadays, it is mainly residential and attracts
visitors throughout the year.
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Physical and Environmental Setting. The main part of the village is on a south facing
slope overlooking the Brede Valley where once the river was about % mile wide. A landscape
assessment of the High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) was carried out in
1994 and the whole AONB divided into nine character areas. Sedlescombe parish has been
placed within “The Brede Valley” character zone. The valley is surrounded by a gently undulating
countryside with grazing fields, woodland, thickets and irregular unplanted hedges, remnants of
the ancient woodland that once covered much of the Weald. Houses are often hidden behind
trees and hedges giving an overall wooded feel to the parish apart from the uncomplicated vista
along the open floodplain of the valley floor. Surrounding Pestalozzi Village on the north-facing
valley side, parkland remains with a few specimen trees that were planted in the 19'" century.
Here too, is the only example in the parish of a ghyll wood.

The Pestalozzi Trust occupies many acres of the parish and has done so for over fifty years.
More recently, the way it meets its charitable purposes has changed. For many years it
flourished with children being brought from countries such as India, Nepal and Thailand, to live
with house parents in national houses for about ten years at a time. They attended local schools,
going on to college and university before returning to their own countries to help their own
people. The use has now changed with only older teenagers coming to do the two-year
International Baccalaureate course at Hastings College.
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History. Sedlescombe grew up around the village green close to the river that had brought
the earliest pre-Roman settlers here in search of the iron ore. The iron industry was expanded
by the Romans who also built the road through the village still known as “The Street”. Many
centuries later, at the end of the 15" century, the introduction of the blast furnace allowed
cast iron items, including cannons and cannon balls, to be made in local forges and furnaces. By
the 18" century, Sedlescombe was making gunpowder and was said to have produced “the best
gunpowder in Europe”. Both iron and gunpowder production relied on good charcoal which was
made locally in Petley Wood until the end of the 20" century. The only signs of the iron industry
nowadays are waste slag that can be found in the fields, small ponds oozing soft black mud and
the listing of a few archaeological sites on a map.

Whether Sedlescombe deserves the description given to it in the past of “The Prettiest Village
in Sussex” is open to conjecture; other villages probably merit such an accolade. However, it
does have a certain charm. Walk past the village green early on a Sunday before The Street is
aired and you will not fail to be captivated. What is indisputable is that the title of “Best Kept”
has been awarded several times including that of “The Best Kept Village in All Sussex” and in
2002 Sedlescombe won the Village of the Year Competition for East Sussex.

The Sedlescombe Parish Plan. When the Countryside Agency Parish Plan grants scheme
was announced, Sedlescombe Parish Council had already carried out some recent community

consultation on Youth and Tourism issues. In addition, there were some current local crime

and safety issues, particularly involving the lack of community policing on which Sedlescombe
had previously consulted the public.

With the Parish Council acting as lead organisation, the decision was made to carry out further
consultation and to draw up the first Sedlescombe Parish Plan by 31 December 2002. Several
other consultations, relevant to and involving Sedlescombe, took place concurrently, eg Battle
Partnership’s healthcheck in connection with the Countryside Agency's Market Towns Initiative
and the Safer Villages survey in connection with Sedlescombe’s involvement in the Safer Villages
Pilot Project Scheme. This complicated the consultation procedure in that it was felt necessary
to avoid asking the same question twice.

Following is a list of meetings and surveys that have provided information for this Plan. In
addition, the Parish Council has added its extensive knowledge of the parish

Consultation Meetings and Surveys (the abbreviations are used throughout this

document)

VA Village Appraisal 1989

YM Youth Meeting arranged by Sedlescombe Parish Council, 17/05/2000 - over 50 attended
followed by a small youth survey.

T™W Tourism Workshop in Sedlescombe, 27/11/2000, as part of the Rural Tourism Initiative
Pilot Project - over 50 attended.

HNS Housing Needs Survey by Rother District Council, April 2001 (Sedlescombe results) 34%
response rate.

C&SM Crime & Safety Meeting in Sedlescombe, 04/09/2001 - about 70 attended.
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Battle Healthcheck Meeting (Market Towns Initiative in Sedlescombe, 18/02/2002 -
about 20 attended.

Battle Heathcheck Survey (Market Towns Initiative), January-February 2002
(Sedlescombe results), about 37% response rate (over Battle Partnership area).

Safer Villages Scheme Questionnaire for Sedlescombe, March 2002, as part of the
Safer Villages Initiative Pilot Project - 32% response rate. (Every Sedlescombe
household invited to comment.)

Safer Villages Plan produced by the Sedlescombe Safer Villages Steering Group in May
2002.

Parish Plan survey carried out by Sedlescombe Parish Council, April 2002 - 36% response
rate. (Every household in Sedlescombe parish invited to comment.)

Visitor survey by Sedlescombe Parish Council, April to September 2002, Brickwall Hotel,
Crazy Lane Camping & Caravan Park, Lower Marley Farm bed and breakfast

Business survey by Sedlescombe Parish Council, June 2002. (All Sedlescombe businesses
invited to comment.)

Parish Plan Summary - survey carried out by Sedlescombe Parish Council, Aug-Sept 2002
45% response rate. (Survey limited to Sedlescombe societies, clubs, etc. and
businesses.)

Sedlescombe Schoolchildren's list of activities for the new Hall, July 2001.

Parish Plan display at Sedlescombe Annual Assembly of the Parish Meeting - 110 attended.
Recycling, Traffic, Health reports, July 2002.

Draft Sedlescombe Sports Development Plan



WHO LIVES IN SEDLESCOMBE?

Population
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It is unfortunate, that the 2001 parish census figures will not be available until mid-2003. Until
they are, the 1991 census figures will have to suffice. In 2001, there was a total electorate in
Sedlescombe (people over 18) of 1072 and the total population for that year is expected to be
between 1400 and 1500 living in 647 households.

The figures that have so far been released from the 2001 census, show two very interesting
statistics ie that Rother District has the second highest number of people of retirement age
(32%) and the second highest number of people aged 85 and over (4.6%) in the whole country.

Those answering the 2002 Parish Plan questionnaire were roughly divided into similar age groups
as the 1991 census for Sedlescombe Parish with a slightly heavier weighting at the retired end
of the scale. In line with the 2001 Rother statistics, it does appear that the number of very
elderly people living here has grown. In 1991, there were only 16 people over the age of 85
recorded in the census report whereas there must have been at least 50 over 85s in 2001
because that is the number of that age who answered the Housing Needs Survey. In 2002,
there were 36 youngsters living at the Pestalozzi Village in Sedlescombe.

Of those answering the Parish Plan questionnaire, nearly half live in two-person households and a
about a quarter live alone.



VA
PP

Village Appraisal 1989
Parish Plan Survey 2002

Sedlescombe in order to live in the country or to live in

a village (PP).

} A large majority (80%) of respondents either chose

These were also the two most common

reasons when a similar question was asked in 1989 (VA). There has been a slight change in that
fewer people chose “family connections” or “to be near work” and more chose “to be near

schools” in 2002 than in 1989.
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Comparison 1989 & 2002

Reasons for living in Sedlescombe

Family
connection

Tolivein
village

To be near
work

Tolivein
the country

To be near

Other
schools

m 1989

42

29 87

122

7 31

O 2002

34

24 81

110

15 26

How long in Sedlescombe?
From our survey (PP), about half of the respondents have lived in the parish ten years or less and

28% of our population has lived here more than twenty years.

0-5 years 72 households 30.9%
6-10 years 42 households 18%
11-20 years 42 households 18%
Over 20 years 67 households 28%
All your life 10 households 4.3%

Not included in the above are Pestalozzi students who usually stay for about two years.
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Farewell party for old village hall
August 2001
Photograph by John F Cook

Ken Stubberfield opening new village hall
with Valerie Wright, Chairman of the
Parish Council, at party in October 2001
Photograph by John F Cook

Tourist information board in car park

Jean Woodman, Joan Rowe, Shirley
Bonney, Sue Whitehead, Chris Elmes,
Connie Blades — some of the ladies
involved in producing the tapestry at the
unveiling in the village hall

April 2002

Photograph by Colin Raymond

The Sedlescombe Directory — a list of
village organisations and businesses
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1. “AN INFORMED AND PARTICIPATING SEDLESCOMBE COMMUNITY”
ACTION PLAN 2002-2007

Aims

Achievements 2001/2

1.1 Open Parish Council

To conduct Parish Council business in an
open manner with decisions made in public,
to encourage understanding of the Parish
Council and its work.

To allow time (Open Forum) prior to Parish
council meetings for the public to address
and question the Council.

(0]

(0]

All parish council meetings have been open
to public observers.

The public have raised matters at the
Open Forum. This has been particularly
important for the Youth Projects Forum.

1.2 Keeping residents informed

To keep residents informed.

(0]

Copies of the Agenda, Minutes of Meetings
of the Parish Council and Annual Accounts
made available to the public.

Quarterly Bulletin produced and
distributed by Parish Council.

Annual Parish Assembly Agenda and
supporting papers delivered to each
household and business in the parish.

Lists of Sedlescombe organisations and
businesses included in the first and second
editions of The Sedlescombe Directory.
Copies delivered to every household in the
parish by the Parish Council.

Notices displayed for local organisations
and societies on Parish Council noticeboard.
New “Welcome to Sedlescombe” pack
produced by Parish Council for newcomers
to the Village.

Weekly Parish News produced by Church.
Weekly Sedlescombe Village Voice column
in local newspaper.

Club newsletters.

1.3 Parish Council link with other bodies

To receive regular reports at Parish
Council meetings from its representatives
on village and other appropriate
committees.

(0]

Parish Councillors reported on meetings of
the Village Hall Management Committee,
Sports Association Committee, Tennis Club
Committee, Rother District Association of
Town & Parish Councils, Board of
Sedlescombe School Governors, the
Jubilee Fayre Committee and the
Sedlescombe Youth Projects Forum.

11




1. “AN INFORMED AND PARTICIPATING SEDLESCOMBE COMMUNITY”
ACTION PLAN 2002-2007

Aims

Achievements 2001/2

1.4 Encouraging participation

0 To encourage participation by all residents
in making a vibrant community.

(0]

Residents co-opted to Parish Council Best
Value and Community Projects Committee.
Committee involved in putting into practice
a series of low-key projects in connection
with the Rural Tourism Initiative Pilot
Project. Three new leaflets - “A Walk
through History in Sedlescombe”,
“Footpath Walks around Sedlescombe”, and
“The Sedlescombe Directory” produced by
Committee and a tourist information board
for the public car park.

Residents formed Safer Villages Working
Group under the leadership of a parish
councillor in connection with the Safer
Villages Pilot Project (see “A Safe and
Healthy Sedlescombe” for details).
Business Plan produced.

Completion of the Millennium Tapestry and
hanging in new village hall. Main panels
worked by up to 18 women with many
others producing the leaves for the
border. Generous donation towards
framing by local resident. Featured on TV
and on Common Ground's website of Parish
Maps.

Schoolchildren’s poster competition
organised by Parish Council following visit
to Red Barn Field Nature Park. Bat book
prizes presented. Posters exhibited on
noticeboard.

Grand opening of new Sedlescombe Village
Hall arranged by Village Hall Trustees.

Adult residents and teenagers formed
“Sedlescombe Youth Projects Forum” and
invited Parish Council, District Council,
Local Police etc. to join them. The aims of
the Forum are to identify the needs of
youth, to organise the provision of
facilities, and to organise activities. The
first project is the provision of a
Rollerblade/Skateboard facility.

12




1. “AN INFORMED AND PARTICIPATING SEDLESCOMBE COMMUNITY”
ACTION PLAN 2002-2007

Aims

Achievements 2001/2

0 To consult as necessary for the benefit of

the community.

Table displays at Annual Parish Assembly.
16 tables displayed by Village organisations
and businesses at 2002 Assembly.

Jubilee Fayre and Barn Dance arranged by
association of Village societies to
celebrate the Queen’s Golden Jubilee.

New monthly Lunch Club for Sedlescombe
elderly formed.

Residents contributed towards new ICT
suite at Sedlescombe Primary School that
will, when provided, be available to the
community as well as for school use.

Primary School made their learner
swimming pool available for limited
community use.

Sedlescombe Churches co-operated in
running holiday clubs for youngsters at
Easter and in the summer.

Young people’'s competition to find a design
for a new shelter at the Kickabout Area.

Several surveys undertaken and
consultation meetings held (see
Introduction for list of meetings and
surveys that have informed this document).

Co-operated with Battle Partnership re
Market Town Initiative healthcheck.

13




1. “AN INFORMED AND PARTICIPATING SEDLESCOMBE COMMUNITY”
ACTION PLAN 2002-2007

Keeping residents informed. Parish councillors and other residents have, for many
_ years, been involved in delivering background papers
Q{qu Egi'ﬁ'esmﬁﬁéﬁﬁ gg?\?ey 2002 to faach of the 647.households prior to the annual
PP Parish Plan Survey 2002 Parish Assembly. This year papers were also sent to
PPS Parish Plan Summary 2002 every identified Sedlescombe business. This has
resulted in very good attendances each year. 110
people attended both the 2001 and 2002 Assemblies. During consultations, a third of
Sedlescombe respondents said they attend the Sedlescombe Parish Meeting at least occasionally
(BHS). This compares favourably with other parishes. Only 12% of Battle residents ever attend
the Battle meeting (BHS). However, despite every household receiving an invitation, 10% of
Sedlescombe respondents say they are not aware of the Parish Meeting (BHS). Although a
significant 14% of Sedlescombe respondents said they are not interested in attending a parish
meeting (BHS) and four households said they are not interested in what is going on in the Village
(PP), it is still fair to say that there is substantial interest in the activities taking place in
Sedlescombe.

The question “How do you find out about activities in Sedlescombe?” resulted in most use being
made of noticeboards, followed by the weekly Parish News. This A4 double-sided sheet, that is
produced by the Parish Church and edited each week by a local volunteer, really is “a must”.

Friends, neighbours, and the Village Voice column in the local paper are also good sources of
information (PP). We asked people where they meet other Sedlescombe residents and, not
surprisingly, found that the village shop/post office is the hub of Village life. There are
however, other important meeting places where information can be passed on, including the
Church and Chapel, the doctors’ surgery, the School, the village hall and out walking the dog.
The quarterly Parish Council Bulletin is a reasonably good source of information but it is only
delivered to those people who take newspapers from Sedlescombe Post Office.

Some Sedlescombe Clubs have their own newsletters for members. One that is particularly
interesting and useful is the Sedlescombe & District Garden Society’'s magazine “The Trug”.

Only one person admitted looking for Sedlescombe activities on the internet (PP). Sedlescombe
does not currently have a website of its own although it has been suggested that it should (TW).
The School has its own website, as do a few local organisations and societies. Sites such as
“villagenet” provide pages for local communities. It is inevitable that the internet will
increasingly be used as an efficient and cheap way of disseminating information. Both District
and County Councils are already making use of this facility. The idea of Sedlescombe having its
own website has been supported by 70% of respondents (PPS)

Encouraging participation. Sedlescombe welcomes participation from all quarters of the
parish. There is always interest from residents in being co-opted to fill casual vacancies on the
Parish Council, mostly from older people. The survey found that there is some support for the
youth having more say in community decisions (BHS). 85% of respondents supported the idea of
a Youth Council (PPS). The Sedlescombe Youth Projects Forum could provide the link between
young people and other local bodies.

Although a lot of people get involved in community activities in Sedlescombe, there are at least

11 people who would like to be more involved (PPS) and ways to match them with the needs will be
sought.

14



1. “AN INFORMED AND PARTICIPATING SEDLESCOMBE COMMUNITY”

ACTION PLAN 2002-2007

. . Aim .

Action Details Source No Lead organisations Date
Parish Continue to conduct 11 Sedlescombe Parish ongoing
Council business in open manner Council
action to with Open Forum prior to
keep Council meetings.
residents
informed and | Publish documents in 1.2 Sedlescombe Parish ongoing
participating | accordance with model Council

issued by Information

Commissioner under the

Freedom of Information

Act 2000.

Continue to publish 1.2 Sedlescombe Parish ongoing

quarterly Bulletin. Council

Extend availability of 1.2 Sedlescombe Parish 2003

Parish Council Bulletin Council

Continue to deliver papers 1.2 Sedlescombe Parish ongoing

relating to the Assembly Council

to all Sedlescombe

households and businesses

Repeat successful format 1.4 Sedlescombe Parish 2003

of 2002 Annual Assembly Council/organisations | onwards

to include table displays and businesses

by organisations and

businesses

Update The Sedlescombe 1.2 Sedlescombe Parish 2003

Directory Council and funding onwards
from local businesses

Continue to display notices 1.2 Sedlescombe Parish ongoing

for local organisations on Council

Parish Council

noticeboard.

New noticeboard 1.2 Sedlescombe Parish 2003

arrangement, to include
Neighbourhood Watch
board, outside Post Office
following extension of
shop

Council/Mr & Mrs J
Mainwood,
Sedlescombe Post
Office
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1. “AN INFORMED AND PARTICIPATING SEDLESCOMBE COMMUNITY”

ACTION PLAN 2002-2007

. . Aim .

Action Details Source Nlo Lead organisations Date
Continue to update and T™™W 1.2 Sedlescombe Parish ongoing
distribution of “Welcome Council
to Sedlescombe packs”

Construct new website 1.2 Sedlescombe Parish 2003

with appropriate links Council

Update Parish Plan in 1.2 Sedlescombe Parish ongoing

Bulletin Council

Arrange a primary school 1.4 Sedlescombe Parish 2003

citizenship event to Council &

inform children about Sedlescombe School

parish councils

Carry out parish surveys 1.4 Sedlescombe Parish 2002

and produce first Parish Council

Plan

Encourage Youth Forum 14 Sedlescombe Parish ongoing
Council

Enter Village of the Year 14 Sedlescombe Parish 2002

Competition Council

Take action to match PPS 14 Sedlescombe Parish 2003

volunteers with needs Council

T™W Tourism Workshop 2000

BHS Battle Healthcheck Survey 2002
YM Youth Meeting 2000

PPS Parish Plan Summary

16




17

AIM NO.2
To achieve a
safe and
healthy
Sedlescombe
community
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Dog bin, Sedlescombe sportsfield
Photograph by Pauline Raymond

New fence at Riverside Playground
built by Parish Council with grant aid
from the Rural Development Area
Photograph by Pauline Raymond

Sedlescombe Doctors’ Surgery, Brede
Lane
Photograph by Pauline Raymond

Shirley Mears (with Candy and Brecon) &
Liz Yonge (with George) outside the Post
Office, October 2002

Photograph by Pauline Raymond
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2. A SAFE AND HEALTHY SEDLESCOMBE COMMUNITY”
AIMS AND ACHIEVEMENTS

Aims

Achievements 2001/2

o0 To participate in reducing crime and

disorder

0 To encourage road safety & traffic calming

schemes

2.1 Crime

& Safety

(0]

Meeting with local Police Inspector to
discuss problems with vandalism and other
anti-social behaviour in the Village. This
resulted in PC Kempster, Community Beat
Officer, and Bob Russell, Orbit Tenancy
Officer, working together to improve the
situation.

Apology received from Chief Constable
regarding non-attendance of the Police
after a “999” call.

Supported Neighbourhood Watch and new
e-mail arrangements.

Attended Police Consultative Committee
Meetings.

Ongoing expressions of dissatisfaction
with rural policing.

Crime and Safety Meeting held in Village
Hall on 04/09/01. 70 people attended. As
a direct result of the Crime and Safety
Meeting, Sedlescombe was invited to join
the pilot Safer Villages Project. A grant
of £3,000 has allowed a Sedlescombe
Safer Village Business Plan to be drawn up
and for work to be started on
implementation of plans through the
Sedlescombe Safer Village Scheme
Steering Group. Actions are detailed in
this Plan.

Lobbied East Sussex County Council and
obtained a new dropped kerb in The Street
to help the elderly cross the road to and
from the shop.

Lobbied East Sussex County Council and
obtained extension of 30mph speed limit in
Church Hill.

19




2. A SAFE AND HEALTHY SEDLESCOMBE COMMUNITY”
AIMS AND ACHIEVEMENTS

0 To assist in informing residents of health o0 Co-operated with East Sussex County
and safety issues Council regarding foot and mouth disease
precautions.

0 Arranged help for elderly residents when
flooding threatened their properties.

2.2 Responsible dog ownership
0 To encourage responsible dog ownership 0 Three dog waste bins maintained and
emptied weekly.

o Dog fouling “Clean-it-up” notices erected
on public footpath at junction of Park Shaw
and Orchard Way.

0 Pleas made to public for their co-operation
in not allowing pets to foul pavements and
grass verges.

2.3 Healthcare
0 To support easy access to healthcare for 0 Child Welfare Clinic held monthly in Village
all residents Hall.

0 Sedlescombe resident, Mary Budd,
appointed as non-executive director of
Bexhill & Rother Primary Care Trust.

2.4 Safety in playgrounds
0 To maintain playgrounds in a safe condition | o Regularly checked children'’s playgrounds
and arranged repairs as required. Annual
inspection by The Royal Society for the
Prevention of Accidents.

o0 Carried out Best Value Review of
Sedlescombe’s children’s playgrounds and
worked out a new inspection procedure
adopted from 01/04/02.

0 Replaced playground fence bordering river.

20




2. A SAFE AND HEALTHY SEDLESCOMBE COMMUNITY”
CONSULTATIONS - Crime and Safety

Sedlescombe is in the Battle Sector of the Senlac Division of the Sussex Police and shares
Police cover from a community beat officer. However,
being near to Hastings with its attendant problems, rural ( cgsym  crime & Safety Meeting 2001
beat officers are regularly withdrawn from the rural BHS Battle Healthcheck Survey 2002
areas to tackle issues in the town, leaving the Village | SVS Safer Villages Survey 2002

with no Police presence. In addition, even “999” calls are

not always attended to because of lack of staffed response vehicles and other greater need.
The centralisation of call handling has made policing remote from the rural population.

Rural crime is of great concern to Sedlescombe residents. Not only actual crime but also the
fear of crime (C&SM). The main worries concern burglary, criminal damage/vandalism and car
crime in that order but there is quite a lot of concern about intimidation/verbal abuse, violence
and the use of drugs. Abandoned vehicles and drunkenness cause the least concern. (SVS)

Safer Villages Survey - "Which, if any of the following crimes
and anti-social behaviour concern you most in our village?
Tick those you feel are of concern to you"
NB 1 answer/household
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By far the greatest majority of Sedlescombe respondents have not personally been victims of
any crimes during the last two years. Of those that have, burglary, criminal damage/vandalism
and car crime again head the list. Very few have experienced violence (5 people), racism (2
people) or illegal use of drugs (1 person). (BHS) However, this might reflect the type of person
who answers questionnaires!
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2. A SAFE AND HEALTHY SEDLESCOMBE COMMUNITY”
CONSULTATIONS - Crime and Safety

Safer Villages Survey 2002 - "Which of the following measures are needed in our village?
Tick as many as you think would be useful."
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| Useful

O Most important
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Respondents would support a range of measures to

C&SM  Crime & Safety Meeting 2001 ) ; o

BHS Battle Healthcheck Survey 2002 deal with the identified problems but the most
SE Safer Villages Survey 2002 important in all of our surveys is “a greater police
PP Parish Plan Survey 2002

NHWatch Neighbourhood Watch

presence” (SVS, BHS, C&SM). The Sedlescombe

Safer Village Working Group has taken notice of

this and is lobbying hard for the introduction of
mobile police vans that have been successful in Norfolk and would go some way to addressing this
need. Sedlescombe also would like to see anti-social people being dealt with effectively and
more working with young people in the village. (SVS)

The non-attendance or slow attendance by Police at “999” calls and no target response times are
major concerns (C&SM). A large proportion of those who had called out the police during the
last year were dissatisfied with the response time (PP). People had also experienced poor
feedback from the Police. Other concerns are the lack of response to burglar alarms, the non-
investigation of crimes such as garage break-ins, the perceived lack of interest by Police in
catching the perpetrators of crime and the withdrawal of the community beat officer to other
duties (C&SM). When non-emergency calls are made to the Police, the attitude of the staff at
the Call Handling Centre tends to discourage people from telephoning. Also they often do not
appear to have good geographical knowledge of the rural areas despite technological aids.
(C&SM)

There has been a growing emphasis on the community working with the Police to solve some of
the problems by reducing the likelihood of criminal activities. In accordance with Section 17 of
The Crime & Disorder Act 1998, before any decision is made by the Parish Council, it must
consider the crime and disorder implications. This includes the possibility of proposed
development encouraging further crime in the area. Sedlescombe’s involvement with the Safer
Villages project has given the opportunity to look at various ways of making people either safer
or feel safer.
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2. A SAFE AND HEALTHY SEDLESCOMBE COMMUNITY”
CONSULTATIONS - Crime and Safety

The Chief Constable has recently made proposals for the dedicated rural policing system to
change in Sussex and details of how the new scheme will work are awaited.

In comparison to problems with rural policing, only one household recorded experiencing any
problem with the ambulance service in the past year (out of 21 calls) and all those who had called

out the fire service (5) were satisfied. (PP) During the
consultation, a possible problem was highlighted for
emergency services accessing Roselands warden care

PP Parish Plan Survey 2002
BHM Battle Healthcheck Meeting 2002

flats when the warden is off duty (BHM).

Not all residents can say that their house names or numbers are clearly visible to emergency
services (15) (PP).
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2. “A SAFE AND HEALTHY SEDLESCOMBE COMMUNITY”
CONSULTATIONS - Road Safety

A21. Sedlescombe is situated just off the A21 trunk road linking Hastings with the motorway
system south of London. There are no motorways anywhere near the Village. 1T roads in built up
areas and 40mph speed limit zones are excluded, the mostly single-carriageway A21 is known to
be the most dangerous road in the southeast. The part between Hastings and Hurst Green has a
. particu