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Charities must be not-for-profit or non-profit making.





Benefits cannot be restricted just to members – so strictly speaking, self-help groups or co-operatives are not charitable unless they can demonstrate that they operate in the wider public benefit.





‘Public benefit’ is measured in all sorts of ways.  For example, charities for the relief of poverty can have a quite small number of beneficiaries; whereas charities for the advancement of education tend to need a larger potential number of beneficiaries.








There are four definitions, or ‘heads’.  The four heads of charity are:


the relief of poverty


the advancement of religion


the advancement of education


other purposes beneficial to the community and other purposes





The most important part of deciding whether an organisation is charitable or not are the objects.  The objects, which will be listed in your governing document (often a constitution), set out what the overall aims of the organisation are. Objects are not simply a list of your activities – there is an important difference between objects and activities








If the objects in your constitution are charitable, then legally you are a charity – even if you haven’t declared it or applied for charity registration.





So if you fulfil the minimum requirements then you must register – legally you have no  


 choice











To be ready for registration, you need to have:								


A proposed name ,an agreed contact person; Drafted your objects


and are sure they are charitable; Thought carefully about your organisation’s proposed activities; Adopted your Governing Document………more…….











An organisation is


not charitable if:





it is set up to benefit its trustees or named person


it is set up to benefit a specific group of individuals – with the exception of the relief of financial hardship (for example, employees of a company)


its purposes are illegal


it is created for the specific purpose of carrying out political or propagandist activities.


its purposes are not in the public interest








The Charity Commission have minimum requirements for registration.  To register you must fulfil one or more of the following requirements:


Income from all sources over £1,000 per year


A permanent endowment


The (rateable) use or occupation of any land including buildings 





Being a trustee means having legal responsibilities and duties. 


Some key responsibilities are:





Ensuring that the charity works to further its objects as set out in its Governing Document, and that it acts in the interests of the charity’s beneficiaries.


Ensuring that the charity has enough resources to carry out its work 





 


If your organisation is


 unincorporated (not a company),


 then in law the trustees are jointly and severally (i.e. individually) liable for any agreements – contracts, tenancies, repair obligations, debts – which the organisation has entered into.








To apply for registration …..  you need The Charity Commission’s green application pack, which contains information booklets and two forms: the application form, and the declaration by charity trustees





Registering a charity





Bexhill Community Partnership





We can help


We have a detailed help pack for charity registration. If you need help with form filling you can contact 


Rother Voluntary Action


10 Buckhurst Road


Bexhill


TN40 1QF


Office@rothervoluntaryaction.org.uk


01414 217259
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DISCLAIMER : The views expressed ON THIS BROCHURE do not necessarily reflect those of RVA nor does RVA necessarily endorse services or organisations that may appear. Although we do our best to make sure information is accurate, we are not responsible for inaccuracies that may occur or changes made by third parties. Readers are advised to independently verify information contained herein
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