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We can help


We have a more detailed help pack for funding. Also funding directories are all available for reference at RVA If you need to book an appointment to use the Funderfinder package or you need help with fundraising or form filling you can contact RVA at:


Rother Voluntary Action


10 Buckhurst Road


Bexhill


TN40 1QF


Office@rothervoluntaryaction.org.uk


01414 217259

















DISCLAIMER : The views expressed ON THIS BROCHURE do not necessarily reflect those of RVA nor does RVA necessarily endorse services or organisations that may appear. Although we do our best to make sure information is accurate, we are not responsible for inaccuracies that may occur or changes made by third parties. Readers are advised to independently verify information contained herein
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RVA INFORMATION    No.3





APPLYING FOR FUNDING





What do you need to know?


          Presentation or ‘packaging’ an application is not the only ingredient of success.  You need to have a clear plan of what you want your organisation to achieve, and to demonstrate clearly how the funding you are applying for will help to achieve this. Fundraising involves knowing:


What the problem is (the need)


What the solution is (the project)


Why you should be given money to solve the problem (your selling points)


Who should give you the money (researching your funders





Developing your project idea





Develop specific projects which have a clear need, a clear benefit, and a timescale with a beginning and an end.


Your first step is to establish the need.  Make sure it is clear why you want to carry out the project and what you intend to achieve


Include all costs, including the ‘hidden costs’


You may want to divide your project into different areas, in order to appeal to different funders.


Have clear output and evaluation indicators.  


Make sure the project fits in with your overall, long-term plans.  


Make sure the project is efficient and cost-effective








Where will you find funds?





         You now need to work out exactly who will want to fund you. Identify who might be interested in funding you, and find out as much as you can about them. 





One way of quickly identifying relevant funders is by using a computer package.  BCP has a package called Funderfinder, which is available for all voluntary groups to come in and use (to make an appointment, see the details at the end of this sheet).  





Make sure you….





Establish your credibility.   


Funders need to be confident that                    you will be able to carry out the project better than anyone else.


Show off your track record of past successes.


If you are a new group, you can emphasise the particular skills or previous experience amongst the people involved in your organisation.


Develop good quality publicity and letterheads.  Keep it simple – large pictures, small amount of text.  Have a good quality annual report and make sure it is widely distributed


Keep letters short, simple and concise. Avoid flowery language or too many adjectives





 If you get the money – say thank you!
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